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Types of Cancer

The two most commmon cancer
diagnoses for large dog breeds are
Hemangiosarcoma and Lymphoma.
Hemangiosarcoma is a cancer of the
vascular endothelium (blood vessel
walls) affecting the heart and spleen
of a dog. This may cause an enlarged
spleen, anemia, and masses in the
heart or abdominal organs.
Symptoms include lethargy and
appetite loss. One in five Goldens are
affected by Hemangiosarcoma and
the average age for diagnosis is
between 9 and 12 years old.

Lymphoma is a systemic cancer
that affects cells in the immune
system. There are multiple different
ways that lymphoma can develop in a
dog’s body. Although there are over
30 types of canine lymphoma, the
most common types are multicentric
lymphoma (affecting the whole
body), alimentary lymphoma
(affecting the gastrointestinal tract),
mediastimal lymphoma (affecting the
lungs and chest cavities), and
extranodal lymphoma (affecting the
skin).

e Six million dogs are diagnosed with
cancer each year. About 60% of all
Golden Retrievers die of cancer, twice
the rate of other dog breeds.

e The most common types of cancer in
Goldens are lymphoma and
Hemangiosarcoma, followed by mast
cell tumors, and osteosarcoma.

e Cancerisso prevalent in Golden
Retrievers because of the “founders
effect” in purebred dogs where the
gene for cancer existed in the dogs
originally used to create the breed.
Now all Goldens are descended from

that small original group.



Warning Signs and
Treatment Options

Warning signs of Hemangio-
sarcoma include weakness, lethargy,
decreased appetite, and painful
abdomen. If treated early, a dogs life
expectancy is 6-10 months. Without
treatment life expectancy drops to 4-
16 days. Treatment options are
surgical removal, followed by
chemotherapy.

Warning signs of lymphoma are loss
of appetite, lethargy, weight loss,
fevers, and difficulty breathing.
Although lymphoma is not curable in
canines, if it is identified and treated
early, a dog can live between 6-12
months. Without treatment, the life
expectancy drops to 4-6 weeks.
Treatment options include

chemotherapy, surgery, or radiation.
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