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Headrt Murmurs

If your dog has a heart disease, it
can affect the way the heart beats. If
it is unusually fast or slow, this may
be due to heart disease.

Your vet may listen for a heart
murmur if your dog is suspected of
having a heart disease. A heart
murmur can be heard using a
stethoscope. Hearing a heart
murmur may mean that blood is not
flowing smoothly through your
dog’s heart. Hearing a murmur does
not show the cause of the murmur

so additional tests may be done.

Warning Signs and
Treatment Options

Warning Signs that your pet may
have a heart condition:

e Less energy than normal

« Weight loss

« Cough

« Faster/difficult breathing

e Collapsing or fainting

e Swollen abdomen

Treatment options cannot cure
the underlying cause of heart
disease, but medications are
available to help the heart function
more effectively.

Your veterinarian may do an
ultrasound of the heart, a blood test,
or an ECG to confirm the diagnosis

and best treatments.
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